BAPTISM OF FIRE
    Over the years since 1970; when the Lord Jesus Christ, by his Spirit, took possession of my life, filling me to overflow with a burning passion for his Word; so much has been said and written about the baptism of the Holy Spirit, both for and against, and I’m certainly not interested in adding fuel to that debate.

    Instead, I want to concentrate on another, often forgotten, baptism, which John told the people to expect from the Christ, saying;

(1) Jh.1:15 “This is he of whom I said, “He who comes after me, ranks before me, for he was before me.” 
    And;

(2) Luk.3:16 “I baptise you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming after me, the thong of whose sandals I’m not worthy to untie, he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit, and with fire.” 
    That Saturday night, back in September 1970, when the Lord filled me with the mighty Spirit of his Word, he set a fire alight in me which Jeremiah described so long before, saying in;

(3) Jer.20:9 “There is in my heart as it were, a burning fire, shut up in my bones, and I’m weary with holding it in, and I cannot.” 
    And the Psalmist said in;

(4) Ps.69:9 “Zeal for your house has consumed me.”
    After being filled with the Holy Spirit, a burning zeal, an insatiable appetite, a passionate love, for the Word of God, the bread of heaven, took over my whole life. From that point on my desire has been to ignite, kindle, or stir up that same fire in the hearts of brothers and sisters, by whatever means our God makes available to me.

    I can’t imagine there can be any true believers in the Word of God who don’t know, not just believe, that we can’t survive, let alone grow in the spiritual, without the mighty Spirit of God living in us: And this despite the disagreements which exist about how and when we receive the fullness of that Spirit.
    So surely we must accept that this fire, which John spoke of, is absolutely vital for us to function fruitfully in the body of Christ. Clearly this baptism with fire is meant for every true believer in the Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ.

    Here, it’s very important for us to remember the words of scripture in;

(5) 2Cor.11:4 “If someone comes and preaches another Jesus than the one we preached, or if you receive a different spirit than the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel than the one you accepted, you submit to these so readily,” 
    And the warning of Jesus about this in;

(6) Matt.24:24 “False Christs and false prophets will arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.” 

    With these things in mind, we’ll go back to take a quick look at my life before September 1970. I believed in a Jesus Christ. I’d served him in all the ways that religion had taught me to serve. I’d served him with zeal, going far beyond what was normally required, because I was searching for something which was missing in my life, but had no idea what that something might be.
    But then, when on that September day this wonderful God, the Father of the real Jesus Christ, brought me to a point of knowing that I was a sinner, on my way to hell, and unable to do anything of my self to change that direction, I cried out to him to save me and the true Jesus Christ who came into my life at that moment, was an entirely different person to the one I’d been following up to that point.

    This true, very real Jesus Christ had an eternal name which I’d not known. I read in;
(7) Jh.1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 
And in; 

(8) Jh.1:14 “The Word became flesh, and lived among us.” 
    Once more, when this Jesus Christ, who was completely new to me, comes back to judge the world, we’re told in; 
(9) Rev.19:13 “He is clad in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is the Word of God.” 
    The question we all need to answer for ourselves is this; “Which Jesus Christ am I following?” Is he some watered down version of the real thing? Is he some weak, insipid, powerless one like the one I’d followed for so long? Is he, as is so often put across, especially at Christmas, just a little baby? 

    Or is he the Almighty Word of God, come in the flesh? Is he the one described so beautifully in?
(10) Heb.1:1-3 “In many and various ways God spoke to the fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom he created the world. He reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by his word of power. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”
    Again in; 

(11) Col.1:15-16 “He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation, for in him all things were created in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or authorities; all things were created through him and for him.” 
    Is he the one described in?
(12) Col.1:17-20 “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of his body, the church. He is the beginning, the first born from the dead, that in everything he might be pre-eminent; for in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.”
    Is he the one who, by shedding his blood on Calvary, has changed everything for us, eternally!
(13) Col.1:21-23 “And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him, provided you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel you heard” 

    There’s a little chorus going around which has the words, “Oh how I love Jesus.” This is often sung with great passion and fervor, and these emotions can very readily be equated with fire. 
    We use the term, “The fire of love” in our everyday conversation, and the usage of this word fire in relation to passion, lust, anger, hatred, can surely be understood by us.

    We can, of ourselves, be on fire about many things, but we could never claim that this is the baptism of fire promised to those who wholeheartedly believe, and put their trust in the promise of God through his prophet, John the Baptist.

    So, just because we “feel” some great rush of emotion about the Jesus we’re hearing about, this doesn’t mean anything of itself, unless the Jesus we’re excited about is the true, eternal, living Word of God, as revealed to us in the scriptures, by the Mighty Spirit of God.

    At the present time this truth is more vital to us than ever before, because of the proliferation of Jesus’, gospels, and spirits, which abound, thanks to the mass media we now have, and to the deceptive religious spirits which seem to multiply with each passing year.

    The words of Jesus, which we looked at before, seem very appropriate for today;

(14) Matt.24:24 “False Christs and false prophets will arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.” 

    This multiplicity of spirits, gospels and Jesus’ are clearly what the believers back in the apostle Paul’s time were being warned of, and now we’re seeing it exploding in our faces, because of our unwillingness to do what we’re told in;
(15) 1Jh.4:4 “Test the spirits to see if they are of God.”

    And again we’re told by Paul in;

(16) 1Cor.5:9-15 “I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with immoral men, not at all meaning the immoral of this world, or the greedy or robbers, or idolaters, since then we would need to go out of the world. But rather I wrote to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of ‘brother’, if he is guilty of immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard or robber; not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. “Drive out the wicked person from among you.”
    We must always remember the frightening truth of;

(17) 2Cor.11:4 “If someone comes and preaches another Jesus than the one we preached, or if you receive a different spirit than the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel than the one you accepted, you submit to these so readily,” 

    This is surely a time for us to, wholeheartedly and completely, trust in our God’s faithfulness to his Word; a time of seeking after him, allowing him to set HIS fire in us, and to fan that fire into a blazing, insatiable furnace of desire for the purity of his living Word, which alone can satisfy our hearts.
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